
Finance Forum 2025 brings together the leading 
innovators, investors, and policymakers across the  
$4 trillion public-finance sector, who fund, finance, and 
deliver essential community infrastructure projects and 
economic development initiatives. This year’s event will 
feature programming focused on addressing domestic US 
deployment and capacity challenges, as well as exploring 
emerging opportunities and critical trends in international 
public finance. The Forum also serves as a unique 
networking platform for cross-sectoral partnerships, 
hosting a variety of aligned, peer-to-peer events, including 
the Investors Roundtable on Infrastructure, the Bond 
Investor Risk Alliance, and strategy sessions focused on 
small business and entrepreneurship growth.

The Forum is organized by the Milken Institute and 
highlights the work of its 10,000 Communities Initiative 
and the Geo-Economics Program, in collaboration with 
other Milken Institute experts, as well as programming 
partners who are building best practices and inspiring 
outcomes-based community investments across the 
United States and abroad.

•	 A curated group of 250+ attendees, 
including high-level public, private, 
and cross-sectoral leaders focused on 
financial innovation, equity, and impact 

•	 50+ speakers discussing key challenges 
and solutions to accelerate climate 
resilience, risk and insurance reforms, 
smart federalism and outcome-based 
budgeting, small business creation, 
regional innovation, bottom-up growth, 
and lessons learned from blended 
finance leaders abroad  

•	 Global reach, featuring live-streamed 
public sessions with coverage across 
major news outlets and social media 
networks 

•	 Multiple opportunities for small group, 
off-the-record conversations, and 
private strategy sessions on our most 
critical deployment challenges with 
peer-level participants 
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Pete Aguilar
US Representative, California; Chair, US 
House Democratic Caucus 

Christopher Ailman
Chief Investment Officer, Investments, 
California State Teacher’s Retirement 
System 

Rob Amodeo
Head of Municipals, Western Asset 

Clarence E. Anthony
CEO and Executive Director, National 
League of Cities 

Jase Auby
Chief Investment Officer, Teacher 
Retirement System of Texas 

Jessica Bailey
President and CEO, Nuveen Green 
Capital 

Tanya Barnes
Co-Global Head, Managing Partner of 
Sustainable Growth Equity Investments, 
JP Morgan Chase & Co. 

Marla Blow
President and Chief Operating Officer, 
Skoll Foundation 

Priscilla Sims Brown
President and CEO, Amalgamated Bank 

Matt Chase
CEO and Executive Director, National 
Association of Counties 

Zach Conine
Treasurer, State of Nevada 

Rob Day
Partner and Co-Founder, Spring Lane 
Capital 

Makhtar Diop
Managing Director, International 
Finance Corporation 

Brian Deese
Director, White House National 
Economic Council 

Ilan Goldfajn
President, Inter-American Development 
Bank  

Austan Goolsbee
CEO and President, Federal Reserve 
Bank of Chicago 

Isabel Casillas Guzman
27th Administrator, US Small Business 
Administration 

Amy Hepburn
CEO, Investor Leadership Network 

Kathy Hochul
Governor, State of New York 

Brian Hooks
Chairman and CEO, Stand Together 

Ekhosuehi Iyahen
Secretary General, Insurance 
Development Forum 

Scott Jacobs
CEO and Co-Founder, Generate Capital 

Dawn Lippert
CEO, Elemental Excelerator 

General James A. “Spider” Marx
Major General (Retired), Academy 
Securities 

Amber D. Miller
Dean, USC Dornsife College of Letters, 
Arts and Science 

Gayle Miller
Senior Advisor, Transition and 
Institutional Relationships, Brookfield 

Hector Negroni
Founder and CEO, Foundation Credit 

Collin O’Mara
President and CEO, National Wildlife 
Federation 

Olga Morales Pate
CEO, Rural Community Assistance 
Partnership (RCAP) 

Harold Pettigrew
President and CEO, Opportunity Finance 
Network 

Jennifer Pryce
President and CEO, Calvert Impact  

Rip Rapson
President and CEO, The Kresge 
Foundation 

Melissa Roberts
Executive Director, American Flood 
Coalition 

 

Laurie Schoeman
Resilience Director, Enterprise 
Community Partners 

Jim Sorenson
Founder and Chairman, Sorenson Impact 
Foundation 

Mimi Alemayehou
Managing Partner, Semai Ventures; 
Senior Advisor, Three Cairns Group 

Sameera Fazili
Philanthropic Advisor; Former Deputy 
Assistant to the President and Deputy 
Director, National Economic Council at 
The White House 

Peter Orszag
CEO of Financial Advisory, Lazard 

Virgílio Viana
General Director, Foundation for 
Amazon Sustainability (FAS) 

Maxine Waters
US Representative, California; Ranking 
Member, US House Committee on 
Financial Services 

Glenn Youngkin
Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia 

Ali Zaidi
Assistant to the President and National 
Climate Advisor, The White House 

Gretchen Whitmer
Governor, Michigan  

Cory Booker
US Senator, New Jersey 

Bill Hagerty
US Senator, Tennessee 

Nicholas Kristof
Columnist, The New York Times 

Linda Eling-Lee 
Founding Director and Head, MSCI 
Sustainability Institute  

Jennifer Morris
CEO, The Nature Conservancy 

Jigar Shah
Director, Loan Programs Office, US 
Department of Energy 
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